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DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS TO WHITE HOUSE AND, AS 
APPROPRIATE, OTHER POSTS 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PARM, SALT, PEPR, UR, GW 

SUBJ: CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT'S MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT 
REGARDING THE BREZHNEV VISIT 

1. JUERGEN RUHFUS OF THE CHANCELLORY TODAY PASSED 

TO US THE FOLLOWING POINTS WHICH HE SAID THE CHANCELLOR 
WISHED THE PRESIDENT TO KNOW FROM THE CHANCELLOR’S 
CONVERSATIONS WITH BREZHNEV YESTERDAY: 

2. GRAY AREA SYSTEMS 

WITH REGARD TO GRAY AREA SYSTEMS, THE CHANCELLOR SPOKE 
TO BREZHNEV OF THE DISPARITY IN TANKS, BOMBERS, AND 
ROCKETS IN EUROPE. IN RESPONSE, BREZHNEV SAID THAT 
THE SOVIET UNION WAS WILLING TO INCLUDE MEDIUM-RANGE 
SYSTEMS IN NEGOTIATIONS ON ARMS LIMITATIONS, ON THE 
BASIS OF MUTUALITY AND THAT THE SECURITY OF 
NEITHER SIDE WOULD BE JEOPARDIZED. SCHMIDT REPLIED 
THAT HE HEARD THIS WITH SATISFACTION, AND THAT HE 
WOULD WELCOME HAVING SUCH NEGOTIATIONS TAKE PLACE 
BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED STATES. 
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BREZHNEV SAID NOTHING MORE ON THE SUBJECT. 

3. SALT 

WITH REGARD TO SALT, BREZHNEV SAID THE SOVIET UNION 
WANTED PROGRESS AND SUCCESS IN THE SALT II NEGOTIATIONS. 

THE CHANCELLOR REPLIED THAT HE HIMSELF WAS ENTIRELY 
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CONVINCED PRESIDENT CARTER WAS A MAN OF PEACE WHO ALSO 
WISHED TO REDUCE THE BURDEN OF ARMAMENTS. BREZHNEV 
REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW THE PRESIDENT PERSONALLY. 
SCHMIDT REPLIED THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT PRESIDENT 
CARTER WOULD BE PREPARED TO MEET BREZHNEV AND TO 
ASSURE THE SUCCESS OF A SALT II NEGOTIATION, BUT THAT 
THE GERMANS COULD SEE PROBLEMS DEVELOPING IN US 
PUBLIC OPINION AND IN THE US CONGRESS; IN THAT 
CONNECTION, SCHMIDT ADDED, RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN 
AFRICA, SUCH AS IN ANGOLA AND ETHOPIA, WERE OF 
CONSIDERABLE SIGNIFICANCE. ONCE AGAIN, BREZHNEV DID 
NOT COMMENT. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, RUHFUS SAID THAT 
BREZHNEV'S REMARKS ON THE NEUTRON WEAPON IN HIS 
CONVERSATION WITH SCHMIDT WERE ALONG THE SAME LINES 
AS HIS KONSOMOL SPEECH AND PRESENTED NOTHING NEW. 

AS FOR BREZHNEV'S DEMEANOR, RUHFUS SAID THAT IN THE 
SECOND MEETING WITH SCHMIDT THERE HAD BEEN A QUOTE 
LIMITED UNQUOTE DIALOGUE, IN THE SENSE THAT BREZHNEV 
REPLIED ORALLY ON SOME POINTS. FOR THE MOST PART, 
HOWEVER, BREZHNEV ONLY READ FROM PREPARED 
STATEMENTS. IN THE SECOND MEETING, NOBODY WAS PRESENT 
EXCEPT THE PRINCIPALS, TWO INTERPRETERS, AND TWO 
NOTE TAKERS. 

STOESSEL 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 BONN 08420 061303Z 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, SALT (ARMS CONTROL), DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, HEAD OF GOVERNMENT VISITS, CAT-B 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BONN08420 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS TO WHITE HOUSE AND, AS APPROPRIATE, OTHER POSTS 

Executive Order: XI 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: P8501 04-2549 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780586/aaaacvry.tel 

Line Count: 94 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: c2613aa3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2772067 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT\'S MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT REGARDING THE BREZHNEV VISIT 
TAGS: PEPR, PARM, PREL, PPDC, UR, GE, (SCHMIDT, HELMUT), (CARTER, JIMMY), (BREZHNEV, LEONID I) 

To: STATE SS MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c261 3aa3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



